
 

 

EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 Kent County, Michigan 

REGULAR Meeting of the East Grand Rapids Board of Education 
The James E. Morse Administration Center at Woodcliff, 2915 Hall Street SE  

East Grand Rapids, MI  49506.   For Information:  Phone 616-235-3535. 
 

Monday, April 16, 2012 
6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 
 

 
1. Meeting Called to Order  
 
2. Acknowledgment of Guests 
 
3. Public Comments 
 
4. Board Secretary’s Report: Communications to and from the Board – Stephen Edison 
 
5. High School Student Council President’s Report – Ian Kelly  

 
PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION 

  
6. Proposed K-12 Math and Integration of Common Core (Enclosure #6) 
 
7. First Reading of Revised Policy #4510 – Computer Network (Enclosure #7) 

Doug Jenkins & Jenny Fee 
 
8. First Reading of Revised Policy #7630 – Graduation Requirements (Enclosure #8) 
 Jenny Fee  
 
9. First Reading of Revised Policy #8315 – Honesty Policy (Enclosure #9) 
 Jenny Fee  
 
10. First Reading of Revised Policy #8320 – Student Use of Electronic Devices (Enclosure #10)  
 Jenny Fee   
 
11. Recognition of Teacher and Staff Appreciation:  May 7-11, 2012 – Dr. Shubel  
 
 

ACTION ITEMS – CONSENT AGENDA 
Background: In order to save time during the meeting, we are using a Consent Agenda.  Items in the 

Consent Agenda include those that are considered routine or have been previously 
discussed by the Board of Education.  Any Board Member may request to have any 
item removed for a separate discussion and vote. 

 
Recommendation:   Motion to approve items in the Consent Agenda Numbers 12 through 17. 
   

12. Approval of Minutes of REGULAR Meeting of 3/12/2012 (Enclosure #12) 
13. Approval of Payment of Bills for March 2012 (Enclosure #13) 
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14.  Approval of Proposed AP English (Enclosure #14)  
15. Approval of Proposed Environmental Science (Enclosure #15) 
16. Approval of Overnight Trip – Wealthy (Enclosure #16)  
17. Acceptance of Grants from the East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation (Enclosure #17) 

Background: At the East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation meeting, the Foundation board awarded 
the spring grants.   

 
Recommendation: Motion to accept the grants awarded by the East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation as 

listed in Enclosure #17 and to thank the Foundation for its generous support of East 
Grand Rapids Schools. 

 
 

OTHER ACTION ITEMS 
 
18. Approval of Post-Issuance Tax Compliance Policy (Enclosure #18)  

Background: The IRS has stated recently that tax-exempt debt obligations will be subject to 
increased oversight. The increase in oversight will result in additional requirements 
after the closing of a debt obligation. Thrun Law, the district’s bond counsel, has drafted 
a resolution and associated best practice policy to ensure compliance with these 
additional requirements. Thrun recommends approving the resolution and associated 
policy. 

    
Recommendation: Motion to approve the post-issuance tax compliance policy resolution as presented. 

 
19. Approval of Bid to Provide Audit Services (Enclosure #19)  

Background:   The district participated in a consolidated bid for audit services with 11 other Kent 
county school districts. The Finance Committee has reviewed the bids and 
recommends accepting administration’s recommendation to accept Maner Costerisan, 
P.C.’s bid. 

   
Recommendation:   Motion to accept the proposed bid by Maner Costerisan, P.C. as presented. 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
20. Superintendent 
 
21. Assistant Supt. of Business 

• State Budget Update 
 

22. Assistant Supt. of Instruction 
 
23. Board Representative Reports  
 
24. Adjournment  
 
 
 
 
* Minutes for this meeting will be available in the Superintendent’s Office at 2915 Hall Street SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506. 
** If you plan to attend and have a special need and require accommodation to attend this meeting, please contact  

Dr. Sara Magaña Shubel, Superintendent, at 616-235-3535.      
 
Superintendent’s Office – 04/13/2012 
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     Our Mission 
 Educating and inspiring each student 
  to navigate successfully 
 in a global community 


EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 Kent County, Michigan 


 
REGULAR MEETING of the East Grand Rapids Board of Education 


Community Board Room at the James E. Morse Administration Center at Woodcliff 
2915 Hall Street SE, East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 


 
Monday, March 12, 2012 


DRAFT – MINUTES - DRAFT 


The REGULAR MEETING of the East Grand Rapids Public Schools Board of Education, Kent County, Michigan, was held on 
Monday, March 12, 2012, in the Community Board Room of the James E. Morse Administration Center at Woodcliff, 2915 Hall 
Street, SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506. 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 


Present: Brian Ellis, Steve Edison, Bob Minnema, Peter Ruppert, Michelle Rabideau, Susan Levine 
 


Absent:   Beth Milanowski 
 


Administration: Dr. Sara Magaña Shubel, Jeanne Glowicki, Kevin Philipps, Kathy Wisniewski, Doug Jenkins, Jenny Fee, Lori 
Johnston, Nick Hopkins, Peter Stuursma, Bill Behrendt, Caroline Breault-Cannon, Linda Kehm, Anthony Morey 
 


Meeting Called to Order 
President Ellis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Acknowledgment of Guests – None. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
Member Milanowski arrived at 5:03 p.m.  
 
Budget Work Session (Enclosure #4) – President Ellis explained that the Budget Work Session is combined this evening with the 
Regular meeting to make efficient use of everyone’s time. Kevin Philipps, Assistant Superintendent of Business, provided background 
information on the proposed budget recommendations, reporting that the administrative team worked to the best of their ability to 
maintain our continued commitment to excellence as established in our Strategic Plan.  Philipps presented the correlation between 
recent budget surveys and focus group sessions. The original 2012-2013 budget projection with key assumptions was reviewed, as well 
as changes to these projections based on the Governor’s Budget Proposal and other revenue adjustments recommended by 
administration along with expense adjustments. The EGR Now donations are not considered in the administrative budget 
recommendations, and $750,000 is the targeted use of the district’s fund balance. Deficit budget recommendations were described in 
priority order. Members of the administrative team were asked to present the recommendations which affect programs and/or staff 
positions in their departments or school buildings.    
 
Nick Hopkins, Athletic Director, presented proposed athletic reductions totaling $56,000 in cost savings by utilizing college interns as 
game event workers, increasing the amount of Pay to Participate fees, and discontinuing funding for softball and wrestling.  
 
Jeanne Glowicki, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction, and Doug Jenkins, Director of Technology, presented on proposed media 
center staffing reductions and introduced the new concept of a Learning Commons.  The vision for these restructured locations is to 
bring together library and technology in an environment that fosters informal and formal collaboration, creative work, and social 
interaction.  The Learning Commons would include assistive technology, computer availability, a help desk, multimedia, and printing 
options.  At the help desk, creative and technical support will be offered.  Current technology staff members will continue to be 
resources at all buildings in offering accessibility to blend with current and future learning.  Total savings in this category is $150,000.   
 
Kevin Philipps presented the proposed reductions in maintenance and custodial supplies representing a total cost savings of $50,000. 
Philipps presented the proposed reduction of the child care secretarial position to half time representation a cost savings of $35,000. 
Philipps presented the proposed Schedule B reductions and explaining the process of starting with a “zero based budgeting” approach, 
detailing a list of positions to remain and those to be discontinued.  This represents a cost savings of $60,000.  
 
Elementary principals presented on the proposal to eliminate Y5, kindergarten, and 1st grade elementary paraeducators, representing a 
total cost savings of $125,000.  Volunteers will be utilized to maintain some of the services currently provided by paraeducators.   
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Nick Hopkins discussed the proposal to approach EGR Team Boosters to assist with defraying the district’s costs for athletics by 
assisting with the funding for half of the athletic training position.  This would represent a cost savings of $30,000.   
 
Jenny Fee, High School Principal, presented on the proposal to implement Pay to Participate for the drama program, representing a 
total cost savings of $30,000.  
 
Patty Temple, Supervisor of Building and Grounds, presented on the proposal to eliminate four of five custodial cleaner positions and 
explained the impact of implementing these reductions.  The total projected cost savings in this category is $74,000.   
 
Elementary principals, Caroline Breault-Cannon, Linda Kehm, and Anthony Morey, presented the options and recommendations for 
elementary reductions and explained the contractual obligations to be considered. Highlights of current programs were presented along 
with the goals for elementary, describing the options explored in the budget reduction process. A complete restructuring of Specials 
(Art, Music, and PE) and Spanish was detailed with one option of having a Specials experience of 36 minutes daily. Another option 
considered was the elimination of Spanish for K-3 students. The third option considered was to substitute Spanish for one Special. The 
elimination of Spanish K-5 was presented as another option to reduce the budget at the elementary level. The pros and cons of all 
options were reviewed. In summary, an elimination of Spanish K-5 would represent a cost savings of $270,000.   
 
Peter Stuursma, Middle School Principal, presented on the elimination of the Intervention Specialist position, which is a position to 
support struggling middle school and upper elementary general education students.  This represents a cost savings of $90,000.   
 
Kevin Philipps summarized the proposed reductions in the amount of $970,000.  He presented a comparison of the budget proposal to 
budget surveys and focus groups, reviewing the results as detailed in previous board meetings.  The divergence, if any, from these 
results to the budget proposal was presented. Dr. Shubel explained the reasoning for the need to preserve a strong leadership 
infrastructure in order to operate an effective school system. The projected budget with reductions also represents $750,000 in 
spending of the fund balance.  Philipps summarized what the administration has accomplished throughout the budget process and the 
necessary work for the remainder of the school year.   
 
President Ellis commended the administration on the indepth manner in which the proposed budget reductions were presented and the 
work that went into such an undertaking.  Ellis believes that we can collaboratively work through this process and he encouraged 
everyone to keep the pressure on our legislators regarding school funding.  The budget will be finalized at the regular board meeting on 
June 11, 2012.  
 
A discussion was held with questions and answers from the Board throughout the budget work session.  
 
Dr. Shubel acknowledged the amount of work and commitment that went into the proposed budget reductions.  She reported that the 
five legislators who attended last week’s Education Town Hall meeting stated that they were willing to consider the implications of all 
day kindergarten on school systems.        
 
Board Secretary’s Report:  Communications to and from the Board – Steve Edison  
The Board received communication from Ann Kuske on technology.  
The Board received a Thank You from Michelle Day for the Schuler gift card on the birth of her daughter, Marin.  
The Board received communication on the budget process from Sue Cothern.  
The Board received a Thank You from Kirk Reifinger for the Schuler gift card on the birth of his son, Nash. 
The Board received communication from Deb Bonner on proposed budget reductions.  
 
High School Student Council President’s Report  
Ian Kelly, Senior Class President, reported that the Student Council has started to divide up work between classes with seniors having a 
baccalaureate meeting and working on their service project.  Juniors are in the process of planning prom and have decided on their 
service project to create a book drive.  Sophomores have already started their planning for next year’s prom.  Both sophomores and 
freshmen are still in the process of planning their service projects.   
 
PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION 
 


East Grand Rapids Leadership & Youth Development (EGRLYD) 
Stacy Trierweiler presented an update on the EGR Leadership & Youth Development program, highlighting the successes achieved so 
far this year due to the strong leadership of the board, active student participation, and college interns.  A DVD of this year’s activities 
was presented.   
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President Ellis commended the EGRLYD board on their leadership and the way they have managed to self-fund this program and 
successfully continue the programs offered to students.  
 
Proposed AP English (Enclosure #8) 
Jane Hazle, high school English teacher, presented on the proposal of an AP English course to replace the current Honors 11th grade 
English.  She provided an overview of the offering and how this merges current Honors 11th grade American Literature with AP 
requirements.  Books are teacher selected rather than prescribed.  The course is organized around three essential questions and one 
essential statement.  Jeanne Glowicki detailed the budget amount of $6,568.64 to support this offering.   
 
A discussion was held with questions and answers from the Board.  
 
Proposed Environmental Science (Enclosure #9) 
Matt Harold presented on the proposal of an Environmental Science course.  The overall structure and purpose of the course was 
outlined, indicating that the course will be open to all students with a focus on students who are in need of a science credit (Chemistry) 
or an elective. Resources will be reviewed following approval of the curriculum.  This course will offer a wide variety of topics that do 
not fit a traditional textbook.  Online and other resources will be evaluated to maximize student engagement and learning. A budget is 
not presented with the proposal this evening as further research is necessary in researching materials and resources.   
 
A discussion was held with questions and answers from the Board.  
 
ACTION ITEMS - CONSENT AGENDA 
Background: In order to save time during the meeting, we are using a Consent Agenda.  Items in the Consent Agenda include those that are 


routine or have been previously discussed by the Board of Education.  Any Board Member may request to have any item 
removed for a separate discussion and vote. 


 
Recommendation: Motion to approve the items in the Consent Agenda, Numbers 10-13. 
 
Approval of Minutes of REGULAR Meeting of 2/13/2012 (Enclosure #10) 
Approval of Payment of Bills for February 2012 (Enclosure #11) 
Approval of High School Spring Athletic Overnight Trips (Enclosure #12) 
Approval of Proposed HS Math Online (Enclosure #13) 
 
Member Minnema moved to approve Consent Agenda Items 10-13.  Member Edison seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0.  
 
 


OTHER ACTION ITEMS 
 
Approval of Numbers for the 2012-2013 Schools of Choice Program (Enclosure #14) 
Background:   East Grand Rapids Public Schools has participated in the Kent Intermediate School District Collaborative Schools of Choice 


Program since its inception in the 1996-97 school year. The Finance Committee and Superintendent are recommending that we 
accept  33  students through the 2012-2013 Kent ISD Collaborative Schools of Choice Program.    


Recommendation:  Motion to accept  33  students through the 2012-2013 Kent ISD Collaborative Schools of Choice Program.  
 
Dr. Shubel reviewed the Schools of Choice resolutions which were approved at the February board meeting.  In order to qualify for the 
Governor’s “Best Practices” incentive, the district needs to offer at least one opening under Section 105c for students of contiguous 
intermediate school districts.  Therefore, in addition to the 33 Kent ISD SOC positions as proposed in Enclosure #14, one (1) 
additional opening is recommended in kindergarten under Section 105c.  
 
Member Edison moved to accept 33 students through the 2012-2013 Kent ISD Collaborative Schools of Choice Program as outlined in 
Enclosure #14, as well as one (1) additional opening in kindergarten under Section 105c.  Member Rabideau seconded the motion.  A 
discussion was held with questions and answers from the Board.  Motion passed 7-0.   







BOARD OF EDUCATION 
March 12, 2012 - DRAFT 
Page 4 


 


 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
Superintendent 
Dr. Shubel reiterated that budget recommendations are extremely difficult and we will continue to press our representatives in Lansing 
on the impact of their decisions and how they affect our public school systems.  
  
Assistant Supt. of Business 
None.  
 
Assistant Supt. of Instruction 
None.  
 
Board Representative Reports  
Member Rabideau announced Hurrah, to be held on March 17 and encouraged everyone to attend in support of our schools.  
 
Member Edison thanked everyone for attending the Education Town Hall Meeting last week which was extremely well attended.  The 
Legislative Committee did a phenomenal job of organizing this event.  
 
Adjournment  


 
President Ellis announced the next board meeting will be held on April 16, 2012, 6:00 p.m. in the Community Board Room.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
President Ellis adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Stephen W. Edison, Secretary 
East Grand Rapids Public Schools Board of Education 
 
*  Minutes for this meeting will be available in the Superintendent’s Office at 2915 Hall St. SE, East Grand Rapids, MI  49506.  The phone number is 235-3535. 
**  If you plan to attend and have a special need and require accommodation to attend this meeting, please contact Dr. Sara M. Shubel, Superintendent, at 235-3535. 
jmm 3/13/2012 
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Wealthy Elementary School       


                            Anthony W. Morey 
                                        Principal 
TO: Dr. Sara M. Shubel, Ph.D. 
 
FROM: Anthony W. Morey     
 
DATE: April 4, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:   Board of Education Overnight Trip Approval Request 
 
Wealthy Elementary School requests Board of Education approval for our annual 4th grade class trip to 
Mackinac Island, Michigan. 
 
Trip details include: 
 


1. Students depart on Thursday, May 31, 2012 at 6:00 AM.  
2. Students return on Friday, June 1, 2012 at approximately 9:00 PM. 
3. Students will be transported via hired coach buses operated by Carefree Coaches. 
4. Professional staff attending includes Mrs. Winona Tinholt, Mrs. Mary Follett, and Mr. Tim Saunders.  


Mr. Anthony Morey may attend contingent upon other professional obligations.    
5. Approximately 29 parent chaperones attend the trip.  A specific chaperone and parent orientation 


meeting regarding the trip is scheduled to be held on May 8, 2012.   
6. The trip is primarily funded by parent contributions with some costs defrayed by Wealthy School and 


Wealthy PTA.  Inability to pay will not prevent any child from attending.  
7. Some trip highlights include: 


a. Hartwick Pines where students learn about lumbering in Michigan both past and present.  
Students hike through an old growth forest. 


b. Stops at historic Mill Creek and Fort Michilimackinac where the focus is on colonial and early 
American life and culture.  Michigan’s role in the War of 1812 is also reviewed. 


c. A special presentation by the Mackinac Bridge Authority’s chief engineer Kim Nowak will give 
students a unique learning opportunity to learn about one of Michigan’s greatest engineering 
achievements. 


d. Students will sleep on Mackinac Island at the “Inn on Mackinac”.  Island experiences will include 
hiking, storytelling, biking, and time at Fort Mackinac.   


8. This educational experience corresponds closely to units of study in the ELA and Social Studies 
curriculums.   


 
 
 


   


    
    
    
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 


1961 Lake Drive, SE   •   East Grand Rapids, MI  49506   •   Telephone 616.235.7550  •  Fax 616.235.3917 
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K-12 Mathematics 
Common Core 


Integration 


East Grand Rapids Public Schools 
April – May, 2012 
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Common Core Overview 


• Common Core will be tested in 2015 


• Emphasis is on “process.” Can students use  
the skills they’ve learned to solve higher level 
problems? 


• K-12 Mathematics Curriculum will be  
two-tiered, with GLCE/HSCE and CC  







Elementary and Common Core 


• Process to integrate Common Core 


• Grade level representation 


• Used the Common Core document and | 
cross-walked it with the present curriculum  
with the GLCE’s 


• Having the CC in early will assist in getting to 
know and understand the higher level thinking 


• We will need to revisit our common assessments 







Middle School and Common Core 


• Common Core are more detailed than the 
Grade Level Content Expectations  


• Many standards in the GLCE’s may not be 
found, or are found elsewhere, in the CC 
document 


• 8th Grade incorporates some Algebra CC 







High School and Common Core 


• Quantitative Literacy & Logic 


• Algebra & Functions 


• Geometry & Trigonometry 


• Statistics & Probability 


 


High School Content Expectations (May 2006) 







High School Continued 







High School Continued 


HSCE / HS Course Mapping (Summer 2006) 







High School Continued 


Common Core (Michigan adopted June 2010) 


• Standards for Mathematical Practice 


• Standards for Mathematical Content 







High School Continued 







High School Continued 


• Number & Quantity 


• Algebra 


• Functions 


• Modeling 


• Geometry 


• Statistics & Probability 


Common Core ― Content 







High School Continued 


HSCE / CCSS Mapping 





		Slide Number 1
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		High School Continued
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8315 Honesty    
 


 


   Cheating, plagiarism, falsification or extortion of any kind will not be permitted. Definitions:    
 


 


 
 
 
a. Cheating - Includes the actual giving or receiving of any unauthorized aid or assistance or the actual 
giving or receiving of unfair advantage of any form of academic work.   
 
 


 


 


 
 
 
b. Plagiarism - Includes the copying of the language, structure, idea and/or thought of another and 
representing it as one’s own original work.   
 
 


 


 


   c. Falsification - Includes the verbal or written statement of any untruth.    
 


 


 


 
 
 
d. Extortion - Willful use of any physical or verbal threats or physical abuse intended to result in an 
involuntary transfer of money or property to another student.   
 
 


 


 


 


 
 
Attempts toward completion of any act described above constitute a violation and may be punishable to the same 
extent as if the attempted act had been completed.  
  


 


 


 


 
 
Infractions of this rule will result in punishments ranging from failure of the test or assignment to possible 
suspension from school and/or co-curricular activities.  
  


 


 


 


 
 
Those who violate Board policy and/or school rules will be subject to disciplinary action under the Procedures for 
Discipline as outlined in Board Policy #8383.   
  


 


 


 


 
 
Students at East Grand Rapids High School should be aware that the administration and faculty take a very strong 
stand against cheating as described above. The following are consequences that students will face if they choose to 
cheat:  
  


 


 


 
 
 
• The first time an individual is caught cheating he/she will receive a zero on the test or assignment, parents 
will be notified by the teacher, and a file for the student will be made in the Assistant Principal’s Office.  
 
 


 


 


 


 
 
• On the second offense, the student will again receive a zero, parents will be notified, and the student will 
be suspended from school and/or co-curricular activities. In addition, colleges to which the student applies 
will be made aware of the academic misconduct.  
 
 


 


 


   • Subsequent violations will be disciplined progressively.    
 


 


 


   Approved: June 9, 2003   
 


 


 


   Revised: May 24, 2010  
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Environmental Science 
Proposed High School Course  


 
 
Presentation to the Board of Education 
March 12, 2012 


BOARD ENCLOSURE 
April 16, 2012 
Item No. 15 







Overview 


 This course is designed to present topics of 
Earth Science, Chemistry, and Biology in a 
hands-on, project-based environment. 


 
 The topics of the course are selected to  


apply concepts to real world problems, to 
reinforce science content standards, and to 
develop a students’ science analytical 
abilities 







Structure 


 The overall structure is to integrate the 
content standards of Earth Science, 
Chemistry, and Biology into four major areas 
 Hydrosphere 
 Geosphere 
 Atmosphere 
 Biosphere 







Purpose 


 The course is designed to be a junior-senior 
elective science course 


 It will be open to all students with a focus 
on students that are taking this course as an 
alternative to chemistry, students that 
struggled with the mathematics of 
chemistry, or students with an interest in 
the Earth & Environmental Sciences 







Resources 


 Resources will be reviewed following 
approval of the curriculum.   


 This course will offer a wide variety of 
topics that don’t fit a traditional textbook. 


 Online and other resources will be 
evaluated to maximize student engagement 
and learning. 





		Environmental Science�Proposed High School Course 

		Overview

		Structure

		Purpose

		Resources
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EAST GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


BUSINESS OFFICE 


MEMORANDUM 
 


Date: April 16, 2012 


To: Dr. Sara Magaña Shubel, Superintendent 
The Board of Education 


From: Kevin D. Philipps, Assistant Superintendent of Business 


Subject: March 2012 Payment of Bills 


 
 


APPROVE March General Fund – checks #120981 through #121085 in the total 
amount of $615,228.52 with the exception of voided check #121013. 


APPROVE March Capital Projects 2006 Fund – no checks this month. 


APPROVE March Debt Retirement – no checks this month.  


APPROVE March Athletic Fund –checks #12003 through #12006, checks #12058 
and #12059, and checks #19927 through #19966 in the total amount of 
$13,960.14. 


APPROVE March Food Service Fund – check #9964 in the total amount of $12.52. 


APPROVE March Student Activity Fund – checks #22234 through #22299 in the 
total amount of $53,006.34. 


APPROVE March Center Program Fund – no checks this month. 


APPROVE March Joint Facilities Fund – no checks this month. 


APPROVE March Sinking Fund – check #407 in the total amount of $507.00. 


 


 


KP/drb 
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4510  Computer Network    


 


 


 


 


 


The Board authorizes the Superintendent to develop services linking computers within and between buildings in the 
District, and to provide access to the international computer network Internet for students, staff and, if requested, 
members of the Board of Education.  All computer network implementation shall be in line with the Board policy 
on technology and the District's educational goals. 


 


  


 


 


 


 
 
Use of the computer network(s) as a part of any class or school assignment shall be consistent with the curriculum 
adopted by the District.  The District's general rules for behavior and communications shall apply when using any 
computer equipment.  
  


  
   Personal Accounts    


 


 


 


 


 


The Board authorizes the Superintendent to provide user accounts for students, staff, and, if requested, members of 
the Board, to access to the District computer network and the Internet, including electronic mail and file server 
space for developing and publishing material on the world wide web or other networked computer media.  Such 
access shall be provided in furtherance of the District's educational mission, to enhance student knowledge of and 
familiarity with technology, and to facilitate communication, innovation, and sharing of resources.  To ensure the 
integrity of the educational process and to guard the reputation of the District, student and staff expression in public 
electronic media provided by the school may be subject to review, comment, editing, and/or removal by school 
officials. 


 


  


 


 


 


 


 


Personal accounts and all use of District computer resources are considered a privilege, not a right, and are subject 
to the District's rules and policies.  Electronic communications and stored material may be monitored or read by 
school officials.  Electronic mail in personal accounts will not regularly be inspected by school officials without the 
consent of the sender or a recipient, except as required to investigate complaints which allege a violation of the 
District's rules and policies.  Student electronic mail and electronic storage space which does not contain material 
made public by the student shall be subject to the District's policy and rules on student records. 


 


  


 


 


 


 
 
A fee may be charged by the District to defray the cost of personal accounts.  [Note:  if use of personal accounts is 
required for a core curricular class, no fees may be charged of a student for the duration of that class.]  
  


  
   System Integrity    


 


 


 


 


 


The Superintendent shall designate person(s) trained in computer technology (“system administrators”) at the 
building and/or District level to implement the District's rules and regulations and to provide computer support for 
students, staff and Board members.  The Superintendent in concert with the system administrators shall employ 
hardware and software security to ensure the integrity of the system and to prevent unauthorized access to District 
and school records. 


 


  
  


   Network Use    


 


 


 


 
 
The Superintendent shall develop rules and procedures for computer and network use, and shall see to it that rules 
are published on the district web site for students, parents, staff, and Board members.  
  


  
   Computer Network    


 


 


   The District's computer and network use rules shall be consistent with the following requirements:    
 
 


 
 
 
•  Users may not use District equipment to perform or solicit the performance of any activity which is 
prohibited by law.  
 
 


 
 


 
 
 
•  Users may not use the system to transmit or publish information that violates or infringes upon the rights 
of any other person, or information that is abusive, obscene, or sexually offensive.  
 
 


 
 


   •   The District computer equipment shall not be used for commercial purposes by any user, or for  
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advertisement or solicitation without prior written approval from the Superintendent. Except with prior 
authorization from a system administrator or the owner of the record in question, users may not access or 
attempt to access the records or files of other users or of the District, nor delete, alter, or otherwise interfere 
with the integrity of computer-based information or resources. 
 
 


 
 


 


 
 
•  Users may not use the electronic mail facility to send unsolicited, bulk, chain, harassing, anonymous, or 
other messages which are an annoyance to the recipient or which may cause a degradation of system 
performance.  
 
 


 
 


 


 


 


•  Users may not use the network facility to access or bring into the school environment material which is 
inconsistent with the educational goals of the District, including but not limited to material which is 
defamatory, abusive, obscene, profane, sexually explicit, threatening, racially offensive, illegal, or which 
aids or advocates illegal activity other than non-violent civil disobedience. 


 


 
 


 
 


 


 


 


•  The District shall maintain a limited public access system for the purpose of allowing visitors to the 
district to access internet services. This system will utilize a publically known user and password and be 
activated or deactivated at the district’s discretion. The public access system will not be available for 
student use at any district building during school hours. 
•  Students must log on to the district for the duration of the instructional dayare required to solely use the 
district network during the instructional day. 


 


 
 


  
   Limiting Access    


 


 


 


 
 
The administration may make use of technology which attempts to block access by individual users to networked 
computers, data, or services that provide content which, in the opinion of the administration, is not in keeping with 
the educational aims of the District pursuant to state statute.    
  


 


 


 


 
 
Complaints about content of networked information or access to blocked sites shall be handled in accord with the 
District's policy and procedures for complaints about library and instructional materials.  
  


  
   Use of Computers in a School District Library    


 


 


 


 
 
The Board, pursuant to state statute, requires when a school district library offers use of the internet or a computer, 
computer program, computer network, or computer system to the public, that access to minors be restricted in the 
following manner:   
  


 
 


 


 


 


    Make available to individuals, of any age, 1 or more terminals that are restricted from receiving obscene 
matter or sexually explicit matter that is harmful to minors and by reserving, to individuals 18 years of age 
or older, or minors who are accompanied by their parent or guardian, 1 or more terminals that are not 
restricted from receiving material. 


 


 
 


   


 


 


   Approved:  June 9, 2003    
 


 


   Revised:  May 23, 2011    
 
 


   LEGAL REF: MCL 397.606, amend. June 7, 2000   
 


 



http://www.michiganlegislature.org/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=mcl-397-606&userid=
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7630  Graduation Requirements (Cf. 7110) 


Graduation from the East Grand Rapids Schools implies that students have satisfactorily completed an approved 
course of study and that they have satisfactorily passed any examinations and/or other requirements established 
by the school District and the State of Michigan. 
 
Twenty-three credits, with specific departmental requirements, are needed to receive a diploma from East Grand 
Rapids High School.  Students lacking not more than one credit at graduation time will be permitted to participate 
in commencement exercises, provided they are enrolled in summer school or an approved plan to receive the 
necessary credit.  The diploma will be withheld until all graduation requirements have been fulfilled.   
   
The faculty and administration will establish the detailed requirements to agree with the goals for our schools as 
adopted by the Board of Education.  It is expected that insofar as possible the faculty will apply measures of 
achievement to provide evidence that students have progressed far enough toward school goals to warrant 
his/her graduation.  Credit for a course is earned when a student demonstrates proficiency on all of the 
curriculum expectations for each course.  Proficiency is achieved when a student earns a passing grade for the 
course.   
   
The staff will arrange for appropriate awards, recognition programs, and graduation exercises to be scheduled 
each spring.  There will be no graduation exercises for elementary and middle school students.   
   
The graduation requirements shall be as follows:   Changes indicated in the chart below 


COURSES CLASS OF 2016 AND BEYOND CLASSES OF  
2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 


English 4 credits 
 


4 credits 
 


Math 4 credits 
(Including algebra, geometry, advanced algebra, 
and completion of a math or math-related course 
in the final year of high school)   
 


4 credits 
(Including algebra, geometry, advanced 
algebra, and completion of a math or 
math-related course in the final year of 
high school)   
 


Science 3 credits   
(Including biology, chemistry or physics, and a 
third science credit) 
 


3 credits   
(Including biology, chemistry or physics, 
and a third science credit) 
 


Social Studies 3 credits   
(Including world history, U.S. History, Economics, 
and Government) 
 


3 credits   
(Including world history, U.S. History, 
Economics, and Government) 
 


World Languages 2 credits 
(Of the same language) 
 


0 credits 
 


Health 1/2 credit   
 


1/2 credit   
 


Physical Education 1/2 credit   
 


1/2 credit   
 


Visual, Performing, 
and Applied Arts 


1 credit 
 


1 credit 


Electives 5 credits   7 credits   
Total Credits 23 credits   23 credits   
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The parent, legal guardian of the pupil, emancipated pupil, pupil of majority age, or school personnel  may 
request a Personal Curriculum that modifies  the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) requirements under 
subsection (1) or section 1278a(1)(a) of the Revised School Code.    
  
Students with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) may request a Personal Curriculum to modify the level at 
which the student is deemed proficient on the curriculum expectations.  The proficiency level modification shall 
not exceed 10 percent.  East Grand Rapids Public Schools requires all students to demonstrate proficiency on 100 
percent of the district’s established curriculum expectations.   
   
The State of Michigan requirement for an online experience will be satisfied by our integrated technology 
curriculum.   
 
The High School Guidance Department will provide information and counseling for all students to enable them to 
develop a schedule of courses that will meet requirements for colleges, or a post-high school program selected by 
the student and his/her parents.   
  
 
  
Approved:    March 19, 2009  
  
Revised:  March 14, 2011 
 
LEGAL REF:  MCL 380.1282; 380.1278a(1)(a); 380.1278b  












Proposed 
AP Language and Composition 


Presentation to the Board of Education 
March 12, 2012 
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Rationale 


• Standardized academic rigor 


• Curriculum meets or exceeds Common Core and 
ACT standards 


• Emphasis upon composition and rhetorical 
analysis, a central Common Core focus area 







Overview 


• Merges current Honors 11th grade American 
Literature with AP requirements 


• What changes?  


• Greater emphasis upon non-fiction texts 


• Greater emphasis upon rhetorical analysis 


• Less emphasis upon literary analysis 







Overview (continued) 


• Texts are teacher selected rather than prescribed  


• Wide range of American 19th – 21st century texts 


• Some world texts 


• Course is organized around 3 essential 
questions and 1 essential statement 







Essential Ideas for Each Unit 


• What shapes American identity? 


• How does the individual balance autonomy 
with social responsibility? 


• What influences the development of the 
writer’s voice? 


• “Out of the world and into the text” “Out of the 
text, back into the world” 







Budget 


Publisher: Bedford St. Martin’s/MacMillan Higher Education 
 
• 50 Essays  ©2011, Third Edition (100) $2300.00 


• EasyWriter: A High School Reference 
Fourth Edition ©2010 (100) $2300.00 


• The Language of Composition 
Second Edition ©2013 (33) $1716.00 


• Additional complimentary resources 


  
TOTAL AMOUNT     $6568.64 
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8320 – Student Use of Electronic Communication Devices 


East Grand Rapids Public Schools encourages students to bring an electronic device to school for use as 
an educational tool.  While in attendance at school students are required to solely use the districts 
network during the instructional day. Doing so ensures a safe learning environment for all of our 
students.  Failure to comply will result in disciplinary measures.   
 
Students may be in possession of electronic communication devices subject to the terms of this policy 
and the administrative rules of the District.  Such devices shall be used for instructional purposes and 
such use is at the expressed permission of a teacher and/or administrator.   Electronic devices shall not 
be used at school sponsored events where there is a reasonable expectation of quiet attentiveness, 
where use of the device would cause disruption, unless there is a bona fide health or safety emergency 
or unless specifically approved by a school official for a special circumstance.   
 
Electronic devices such as, but not limited to:  cell phones, iPods, cameras, tape/CD players, video 
games, video players, MP3 players, etc., and their attachments are not permitted for use by students 
while they are in a classroom or other academic setting unless given permission to use such a device by 
a teacher or administrator.  Misuse of such devices will result in confiscation.     
 
Use of a camera and/or camera/video feature on an electronic device is prohibited in bathrooms, locker 
rooms, changing areas, or any other spaces where privacy would be expected.  In addition, a 
camera/video feature on an electronic device may only be used for educational purposes.   
 
Students violating this policy may be subject to disciplinary action (under the procedures for discipline as 
outlined in Board Policy #8383).  
 
The administration shall promulgate rules to enforce this policy at the building level. 
 
8320 – R Student Use of Electronic Communication Devices 
 
All electronic devices must be used in accordance with school policy and for educational purposes only.  
Use of any electronic device that disrupts the learning environment or in any other way violates policy 
#8320 may result in disciplinary action and/or confiscation of the electronic device.  Repeated misuse of 
electronic devices will result in additional progressive disciplinary consequences under Board Policy 
#8380 Persistent Disobedience.  
 
 Students are expected to turn off / silence all electronic communication devices upon entering a 


classroom.  Use of all electronic devices during class is at the expressed permission of a teacher or 
administrator.  Such devices may not be used during class until instructed to do so.   
 


 Misuse of electronic devices less than 7 inches in diameter (cell phones, iPods, cameras, tape/CD 
players, video games, video players, MP3 players, etc.) will result in the following:  


 
• First offense: the Building Administrator and/or Assistant Principal will keep the electronic  
 device until the end of the school day.  


 
• Second offense: the Building Administrator and/or Assistant Principal will keep the electronic  
 device until a parent conference is held.  



JuMalec

Typewritten Text

BOARD ENCLOSUREApril 16, 2012Item No. 10



JuMalec

Rectangle







Draft 


Revised 3/22/2012 


 
• Third offense: the Building Administrator and/or Assistant Principal will keep the electronic 
device for 5 school days.  A parent conference must also be held at the end of the 5 days.  


 
• Further offenses will result in additional progressive disciplinary consequences under Board  
 Policy #8380 (Persistent Disobedience).  
 


 Students are required to solely use the districts network during the instructional day.  
 
 Electronic devices may not be used to record individuals in a locker room, bathroom, or any other 


spaces where privacy would be expected. Unauthorized recording or distribution of pictures, video, 
and audio are prohibited.  


 
 Students may not use any electronic device for academic misconduct. 
 
 Students may not use any electronic device to record a staff member without the express 


permission from the teacher.  
 
 
 











